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State and County Income and
Poverty Estimates – 1993
Small Area Income and Poverty
Estimates Program
The Bureau of the Census has initiated a
new program to update selected income
and poverty estimates from the 1990
Decennial Census at the state and
county level. The Small Area Income
and Poverty Estimates Program was
developed, for the most part, in re-
sponse to a large number of inquiries
regarding intercensal estimates of per
capita income for subcounty areas.

The main objective of the Bureau’s
Small Area Income and Poverty Esti-
mates Program is to provide updated
income and poverty statistics that are
needed in the administration of federal
programs and in the allocation of
federal funds to local jurisdictions.
Updated income and poverty estimates
will be made at the state and county
level.

Presented here are 1993 median
household incomes and data on the
number of persons in poverty. Addi-
tionally, the Census Bureau has released
poverty data on children 5 to 17 years
old and plans to release data for children

Highlights

• Kentucky’s poverty rate increased
from 19.0 percent in 1989 to 19.6
percent in 1993. Meanwhile, the
national poverty rate increased 2.0
percent from 13.1 percent to 15.1
percent.

• In Kentucky, the poverty rate
declined from 1989 to 1993 in 66
(55%) of the 120 counties.

• In 1989, median household income
in only four Kentucky counties was
equal to or above the national
median. In 1993, 13 counties had
household incomes that were higher
than the national median.

• Of the 747,919 persons in poverty
in 1993, 38.7 percent (289,613) lived in
the state’s metropolitan areas.

• The poverty rate in Kentucky is
the seventh highest among the 50
states and the District of Columbia.

• Median household income in
Kentucky grew faster than that for

Kentucky Household Income
as Percentage of National Median

continued on page 3
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Median Household Income
US $30,056 $31,241
KY $22,534 $25,221

80.7%
75.0%

1989 1993

Number of Kentuckians in Poverty

1989

1993

681,827

747,919
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Persons in Poverty
1993 1989 Chg. ’89 – ’93

Number Rank* Rate Rank* Number Rank* Rate Rank* Number Rate

Kentucky 747,919 19.6 681,827 19.0 66,092 0.6
Adair 3,842 55 24.0 75 3,744 58 25.1 76 98 -1.1
Allen 3,114 47 20.2 62 3,548 54 24.6 73 -434 -4.4
Anderson 1,608 13 9.6 3 1,339 9 9.3 4 269 0.3
Ballard 1,391 9 17.2 39 1,443 11 18.5 45 -52 -1.3
Barren 6,532 90 18.7 52 7,160 97 21.5 63 -628 -2.8
Bath 2,915 45 29.0 90 2,598 38 27.3 87 317 1.7
Bell 10,670 104 34.8 108 11,209 111 36.2 106 -539 -1.4
Boone 5,688 85 8.4 2 4,221 70 7.4 2 1,467 1.0
Bourbon 3,515 53 18.3 47 3,330 50 17.5 36 185 0.8
Boyd 8,901 99 18.0 45 8,203 99 16.5 28 698 1.5
Boyle 4,094 64 16.0 24 4,043 65 17.1 34 51 -1.1
Bracken 1,584 12 19.4 58 1,643 14 21.4 62 -59 -2.0
Breathitt 6,179 87 40.0 116 6,072 88 39.5 114 107 0.5
Breckinridge 3,990 62 24.0 75 3,743 57 23.2 69 247 0.8
Bullitt 6,656 91 12.0 6 4,917 81 10.4 6 1,739 1.6
Butler 2,595 36 22.6 70 2,616 39 23.8 71 -21 -1.2
Caldwell 2,440 33 18.7 52 2,579 37 19.9 55 -139 -1.2
Calloway 4,793 74 14.9 14 4,815 78 17.7 39 -22 -2.8
Campbell 11,264 106 13.0 8 9,087 102 11.0 8 2,177 2.0
Carlisle 883 2 16.5 29 921 4 17.7 39 -38 -1.2
Carroll 2,136 22 22.4 68 2,008 22 22.0 65 128 0.4
Carter 7,254 97 28.1 88 6,377 90 26.8 82 877 1.3
Casey 3,962 59 27.3 86 4,140 68 29.4 92 -178 -2.1
Christian 11,965 110 20.0 61 10,670 107 18.1 43 1,295 1.9
Clark 5,186 80 17.0 36 5,142 84 17.7 39 44 -0.7
Clay 9,237 101 40.4 118 8,656 101 40.2 115 581 0.2
Clinton 3,288 49 35.4 110 3,447 52 38.1 110 -159 -2.7
Crittenden 1,732 16 18.5 49 1,686 15 18.7 46 46 -0.2
Cumberland 2,093 20 30.7 97 2,112 25 31.6 97 -19 -0.9
Daviess 14,794 116 16.5 29 13,179 115 15.4 22 1,615 1.1
Edmonson 2,583 35 24.4 80 2,783 42 27.0 84 -200 -2.6
Elliott 2,301 27 34.7 107 2,456 32 38.0 109 -155 -3.3
Estill 4,602 72 29.7 94 4,199 69 29.0 91 403 0.7
Fayette 37,062 119 15.8 21 30,108 119 14.1 13 6,954 1.7
Fleming 3,096 46 24.1 77 3,086 47 25.4 77 10 -1.3
Floyd 14,680 115 33.1 102 13,521 116 31.2 96 1,159 1.9
Franklin 5,357 83 11.9 5 4,617 76 10.9 7 740 1.0
Fulton 2,160 25 29.3 92 2,467 34 30.3 93 -307 -1.0
Gallatin 1,054 5 17.4 40 763 2 14.3 16 291 3.1
Garrard 2,309 28 18.2 46 2,076 24 18.1 43 233 0.1
Grant 2,903 44 16.1 25 2,345 31 15.1 20 558 1.0
Graves 5,738 86 16.5 29 5,593 87 16.9 32 145 -0.4
Grayson 5,160 79 22.9 72 4,935 82 23.8 71 225 -0.9
Green 2,139 23 20.8 63 2,188 26 21.6 64 -49 -0.8
Greenup 6,799 92 18.3 47 6,385 92 17.6 38 414 0.7
Hancock 1,202 7 14.8 13 1,305 8 16.8 31 -103 -2.0
Hardin 12,053 111 14.1 11 11,017 110 13.5 11 1,036 0.6
Harlan 12,384 113 34.0 104 11,995 113 33.1 101 389 0.9
Harrison 2,828 40 16.9 35 2,693 40 16.9 32 135 0.0
Hart 4,410 68 27.3 86 4,024 64 27.1 85 386 0.2
Henderson 6,826 93 15.4 20 6,206 89 14.6 19 620 0.8
Henry 2,643 37 18.9 56 2,513 35 19.7 54 130 -0.8
Hickman 981 3 18.5 49 1,087 6 20.1 57 -106 -1.6
Hopkins 8,935 100 19.4 58 7,789 98 17.2 35 1,146 2.2
Jackson 4,576 71 36.3 111 4,544 75 38.2 111 32 -1.9
Jefferson 112,236 120 16.7 33 89,755 120 13.7 12 22,481 3.0
Jessamine 5,018 78 14.9 14 3,848 60 13.2 10 1,170 1.7
Johnson 6,996 94 29.4 93 6,573 94 28.7 89 423 0.7
Kenton 19,815 118 13.7 9 13,792 117 9.9 5 6,023 3.8
Knott 6,451 89 35.1 109 7,035 95 40.4 116 -584 -5.3
Knox 11,721 108 37.6 112 11,289 112 38.9 113 432 -1.3
Larue 2,328 29 18.7 52 2,297 29 19.9 55 31 -1.2
Laurel 11,938 109 25.2 82 10,630 106 24.8 74 1,308 0.4
Lawrence 4,977 77 32.9 101 4,980 83 36.0 105 -3 -3.1
Lee 2,861 43 39.1 114 2,704 41 37.4 108 157 1.7
Leslie 4,740 73 34.1 105 4,808 77 35.6 104 -68 -1.5
Letcher 8,660 98 31.9 99 8,524 100 31.8 98 136 0.1
Lewis 3,867 57 29.2 91 3,946 62 30.7 94 -79 -1.5
Lincoln 5,384 84 25.3 83 5,375 85 27.2 86 9 -1.9
Livingston 1,518 10 16.4 27 1,376 10 15.5 23 142 0.9
Logan 4,289 65 16.8 34 3,881 61 16.1 26 408 0.7

Number of Persons in Poverty
Percent Change 1989 – 1993
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Poverty Rates – 1993

Lyon 994 4 15.9 22 774 3 14.3 16 220 1.6
McCracken 11,030 105 17.1 37 9,798 104 15.8 25 1,232 1.3
McCreary 7,209 96 44.1 119 7,062 96 45.5 119 147 -1.4
McLean 1,725 15 17.9 43 1,824 18 19.2 50 -99 -1.3
Madison 11,667 107 18.8 55 10,859 108 21.2 61 808 -2.4
Magoffin 5,346 82 39.3 115 5,479 86 42.5 117 -133 -3.2
Marion 3,631 54 22.4 68 4,061 67 25.6 79 -430 -3.2
Marshall 4,027 63 14.0 10 3,765 59 14.1 13 262 -0.1
Martin 4,339 66 33.2 103 4,422 73 35.4 103 -83 -2.2
Mason 3,397 50 19.7 60 3,341 51 20.3 58 56 -0.6
Meade 3,985 60 14.9 14 3,085 46 12.8 9 900 2.1
Menifee 1,695 14 31.8 98 1,776 17 35.0 102 -81 -3.2
Mercer 3,163 48 15.9 22 3,167 48 16.7 30 -4 -0.8
Metcalfe 2,338 30 25.4 84 2,461 33 27.9 88 -123 -2.5
Monroe 2,842 41 24.4 80 3,025 44 26.9 83 -183 -2.5
Montgomery 4,405 67 21.7 64 4,043 65 21.0 60 362 0.7
Morgan 4,536 69 37.6 112 4,328 71 38.8 112 208 -1.2
Muhlenberg 7,029 95 22.7 71 6,381 91 20.7 59 648 2.0
Nelson 4,874 75 14.9 14 4,408 72 15.1 20 466 -0.2
Nicholas 1,536 11 22.2 66 1,500 12 22.6 67 36 -0.4
Ohio 5,204 81 24.3 78 4,911 80 23.6 70 293 0.7
Oldham 2,708 38 7.1 1 1,970 21 6.3 1 738 0.8
Owen 2,128 21 22.3 67 1,728 16 19.5 52 400 2.8
Owsley 2,513 34 46.9 120 2,570 36 52.1 120 -57 -5.2
Pendleton 2,261 26 17.1 37 2,250 27 18.9 49 11 -1.8
Perry 10,197 102 32.6 100 9,636 103 32.1 99 561 0.5
Pike 19,191 117 26.0 85 18,234 118 25.4 77 957 0.6
Powell 3,496 52 28.7 89 3,032 45 26.2 81 464 2.5
Pulaski 12,175 112 23.0 73 10,954 109 22.7 68 1,221 0.3
Robertson 483 1 21.8 65 521 1 24.8 74 -38 -3.0
Rockcastle 4,575 70 29.8 95 4,498 74 30.7 94 77 -0.9
Rowan 4,961 76 23.1 74 4,856 79 28.9 90 105 -5.8
Russell 3,843 56 24.3 78 3,740 56 25.6 79 103 -1.3
Scott 3,961 58 14.7 12 3,323 49 14.5 18 638 0.2
Shelby 3,462 51 12.8 7 3,464 53 14.2 15 -2 -1.4
Simpson 2,381 32 15.0 18 2,318 30 15.5 23 63 -0.5
Spencer 1,165 6 15.2 19 1,292 7 19.2 50 -127 -4.0
Taylor 3,988 61 17.7 42 4,021 63 19.5 52 -33 -1.8
Todd 2,153 24 19.1 57 2,029 23 18.8 47 124 0.3
Trigg 1,811 17 16.2 26 1,846 19 18.0 42 -35 -1.8
Trimble 1,203 8 17.9 43 980 5 16.3 27 223 1.6
Union 2,733 39 16.6 32 3,615 55 22.1 66 -882 -5.5
Warren 13,653 114 16.4 27 12,688 114 17.5 36 965 -1.1
Washington 1,964 18 18.6 51 1,929 20 18.8 47 35 -0.
Wayne 6,289 88 34.4 106 6,446 93 37.3 107 -157 -2.9
Webster 2,343 31 17.4 40 2,266 28 16.5 28 77 0.9
Whitley 10,494 103 29.8 95 10,622 105 33.0 100 -128 -3.2
Wolfe 2,857 42 40.1 117 2,835 43 44.3 118 22 -4.2
Woodford 2,080 19 9.8 4 1,538 13 7.9 3 542 1.9

*A rank of 1 reflects the fewest number of persons in poverty or the lowest poverty rate. A ranking of 120
represents the county with the greatest number of persons in poverty or the highest poverty rate.

Small Area Income from page 1

 0 – 16.5%  16.6 – 19.9%  20 – 29.9%  30% +

Persons in Poverty
1993 1989 Chg. ’89 – ’93

Number Rank* Rate Rank* Number Rank* Rate Rank* Number Rate

Poverty Rates:
Kentucky and US

Highlights from page 1

the nation as a whole. The median
household income in Kentucky was
80.7 percent of the national median
in 1993, compared to 75.0 percent in
1989.

• Kentucky’s median household
income of $25,221 is the 48th lowest
among the 50 states and the District
of Columbia. Arkansas, West
Virginia, and Mississippi rank below
Kentucky.

• The 1993 poverty estimates show
that 18 counties had a lower poverty
rate than the US as a whole. That is
double the number of counties that
had lower rates in 1989.

under 5 and persons age 65 and over. A
detailed description of the Small Area
Income and Poverty Estimates Program
can be found on the Census Bureau’s
website at www.census.gov/hhes/www/
saipe.html.

Tables on the number of children in
poverty and child poverty rates for the
state and counties can be obtained on
Kentucky Population Research’s
website at www.louisville.edu/cbpa/kpr
or by calling the State Data Center at
502-852-7990.

USKYKY US
1989 1993

19.6%19.0%

13.1%
15.1%
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Johnson $20,404 65.3 81 $15,782 52.5 89 12.8
Kenton $33,940 108.6 5 $30,516 101.5 4 7.1
Knott $18,193 58.2 98 $13,329 44.3 106 13.9
Knox $15,926 51.0 109 $12,697 42.2 111 8.8
Larue $25,689 82.2 39 $22,405 74.5 34 7.7
Laurel $23,083 73.9 63 $18,584 61.8 65 12.1
Lawrence $18,523 59.3 95 $15,273 50.8 93 8.5
Lee $14,889 47.7 115 $12,461 41.5 113 6.2
Leslie $17,418 55.8 104 $13,692 45.6 105 10.2
Letcher $18,785 60.1 93 $15,112 50.3 97 9.8
Lewis $17,895 57.3 101 $15,775 52.5 90 4.8
Lincoln $20,464 65.5 79 $17,169 57.1 79 8.4
Livingston $24,543 78.6 48 $20,892 69.5 47 9.1
Logan $25,502 81.6 41 $21,279 70.8 41 10.8
Lyon $24,084 77.1 55 $20,239 67.3 54 9.8
McCracken $27,637 88.5 27 $22,606 75.2 29 13.3
McCreary $12,507 40.0 119 $10,598 35.3 119 4.7
McLean $24,510 78.5 49 $20,474 68.1 51 10.4
Madison $26,619 85.2 33 $21,388 71.2 40 14.0
Magoffin $15,595 49.9 111 $12,160 40.5 115 9.4
Marion $22,592 72.3 65 $18,181 60.5 70 11.8
Marshall $27,447 87.9 30 $22,413 74.6 33 13.3
Martin $19,682 63.0 85 $15,142 50.4 95 12.6
Mason $24,698 79.1 47 $20,582 68.5 50 10.6
Meade $29,108 93.2 19 $23,676 78.8 25 14.4
Menifee $16,089 51.5 107 $14,650 48.7 103 2.8
Mercer $27,248 87.2 31 $22,774 75.8 27 11.4
Metcalfe $17,770 56.9 102 $14,815 49.3 101 7.6
Monroe $19,572 62.6 86 $15,214 50.6 94 12.0
Montgomery $23,256 74.4 60 $20,025 66.6 56 7.8
Morgan $16,388 52.5 105 $13,229 44.0 107 8.5
Muhlenberg $21,557 69.0 71 $18,679 62.1 64 6.9
Nelson $30,041 96.2 15 $24,220 80.6 21 15.6
Nicholas $21,582 69.1 70 $18,070 60.1 71 9.0
Ohio $21,463 68.7 73 $18,196 60.5 69 8.2
Oldham $47,354 151.6 1 $38,416 127.8 1 23.8
Owen $25,244 80.8 43 $21,067 70.1 44 10.7
Owsley $10,447 33.4 120 $8,885 29.6 120 3.8
Pendleton $27,516 88.1 29 $22,500 74.9 31 13.2
Perry $19,893 63.7 83 $16,202 53.9 83 9.8
Pike $21,804 69.8 68 $17,468 58.1 77 11.7
Powell $19,982 64.0 82 $16,828 56.0 81 8.0
Pulaski $21,296 68.2 74 $18,198 60.5 68 7.7
Robertson $21,769 69.7 69 $19,756 65.7 58 4.0
Rockcastle $18,384 58.8 96 $14,967 49.8 100 9.0
Rowan $20,599 65.9 76 $15,922 53.0 87 12.9
Russell $19,714 63.1 84 $16,788 55.9 82 7.2
Scott $33,045 105.8 8 $27,563 91.7 10 14.1
Shelby $33,481 107.2 7 $28,500 94.8 7 12.4
Simpson $27,828 89.1 26 $21,793 72.5 37 16.6
Spencer $29,308 93.8 17 $22,680 75.5 28 18.3
Taylor $25,148 80.5 44 $21,083 70.1 43 10.4
Todd $23,869 76.4 56 $20,309 67.6 53 8.8
Trigg $23,520 75.3 59 $19,860 66.1 57 9.2
Trimble $25,550 81.8 40 $22,372 74.4 35 7.4
Union $28,221 90.3 23 $23,798 79.2 24 11.1
Warren $28,985 92.8 21 $24,175 80.4 22 12.4
Washington $23,703 75.9 57 $20,606 68.6 49 7.3
Wayne $15,617 50.0 110 $12,560 41.8 112 8.2
Webster $25,762 82.5 38 $21,189 70.5 42 12.0
Whitley $18,340 58.7 97 $14,979 49.8 99 8.9
Wolfe $12,872 41.2 118 $11,000 36.6 118 4.6
Woodford $38,483 123.2 3 $32,858 109.3 3 13.9

KENTUCKY STATE DATA CENTER
URBAN STUDIES INSTITUTE
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE
426 W BLOOM STREET
LOUISVILLE KY 40208-5457
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*A number one ranking is assigned to the county with the highest median household income, while the county with the lowest median income is ranked 120.

1993 1989 Chg. in
Percent of Percent of % of US
US Median US Median Median

Dollars % Rank* Dollars % Rank* ’89 - ’93

US $31,241 $30,056
Kentucky $25,221 80.7 $22,534 75.0 5.7
Adair $18,613 59.6 94 $15,809 52.6 88 7.0
Allen $21,987 70.4 67 $17,915 59.6 74 10.8
Anderson $33,518 107.3 6 $27,747 92.3 9 15.0
Ballard $24,284 77.7 53 $19,371 64.4 63 13.3
Barren $24,442 78.2 51 $19,546 65.0 60 13.2
Bath $18,831 60.3 92 $15,940 53.0 86 7.3
Bell $16,084 51.5 108 $13,078 43.5 108 8.0
Boone $40,607 130.0 2 $34,485 114.7 2 15.3
Bourbon $26,576 85.1 34 $22,445 74.7 32 10.4
Boyd $28,133 90.1 24 $23,835 79.3 23 10.8
Boyle $27,584 88.3 28 $23,125 76.9 26 11.4
Bracken $23,098 73.9 62 $19,684 65.5 59 8.4
Breathitt $15,084 48.3 114 $12,383 41.2 114 7.1
Breckinridge $21,488 68.8 72 $17,687 58.8 75 10.0
Bullitt $34,256 109.7 4 $29,455 98.0 5 11.7
Butler $20,445 65.4 80 $17,514 58.3 76 7.1
Caldwell $22,367 71.6 66 $17,997 59.9 73 11.7
Calloway $24,940 79.8 45 $19,408 64.6 61 15.2
Campbell $32,820 105.1 9 $29,228 97.2 6 7.9
Carlisle $22,869 73.2 64 $19,404 64.6 62 8.6
Carroll $24,453 78.3 50 $20,179 67.1 55 11.2
Carter $19,480 62.4 87 $17,083 56.8 80 5.6
Casey $17,509 56.0 103 $14,993 49.9 98 6.1
Christian $23,578 75.5 58 $21,032 70.0 46 5.5
Clark $29,301 93.8 18 $25,323 84.3 16 9.5
Clay $15,511 49.6 112 $12,732 42.4 110 7.2
Clinton $13,550 43.4 117 $11,348 37.8 117 5.6
Crittenden $23,108 74.0 61 $18,566 61.8 66 12.2
Cumberland $15,173 48.6 113 $12,989 43.2 109 5.4
Daviess $29,083 93.1 20 $24,399 81.2 20 11.9
Edmonson $19,004 60.8 91 $15,134 50.4 96 10.4
Elliott $16,325 52.3 106 $13,890 46.2 104 6.1
Estill $18,112 58.0 99 $16,056 53.4 85 4.6
Fayette $32,400 103.7 11 $28,056 93.3 8 10.4
Fleming $20,553 65.8 78 $18,014 59.9 72 5.9
Floyd $19,426 62.2 88 $15,661 52.1 92 10.1
Franklin $31,669 101.4 12 $27,484 91.4 11 10.0
Fulton $19,142 61.3 89 $16,087 53.5 84 7.8
Gallatin $25,352 81.1 42 $21,454 71.4 39 9.7
Garrard $24,282 77.7 54 $21,057 70.1 45 7.6
Grant $27,833 89.1 25 $24,502 81.5 18 7.6
Graves $24,708 79.1 46 $20,647 68.7 48 10.4
Grayson $20,579 65.9 77 $17,306 57.6 78 8.3
Green $20,664 66.1 75 $18,432 61.3 67 4.8
Greenup $27,036 86.5 32 $24,527 81.6 17 4.9
Hancock $32,593 104.3 10 $26,080 86.8 14 17.5
Hardin $28,633 91.7 22 $24,431 81.3 19 10.4
Harlan $17,997 57.6 100 $14,774 49.2 102 8.4
Harrison $26,386 84.5 35 $21,787 72.5 38 12.0
Hart $19,030 60.9 90 $15,671 52.1 91 8.8
Henderson $30,029 96.1 16 $25,556 85.0 15 11.1
Henry $26,353 84.4 36 $22,528 75.0 30 9.4
Hickman $24,291 77.8 52 $20,347 67.7 52 10.1
Hopkins $26,291 84.2 37 $22,155 73.7 36 10.5
Jackson $14,485 46.4 116 $11,885 39.5 116 6.9
Jefferson $30,537 97.7 14 $27,092 90.1 12 7.6
Jessamine $31,473 100.7 13 $27,059 90.0 13 10.7

Median Household Income

1993 1989 Chg. in
Percent of Percent of % of US
US Median US Median Median

Dollars % Rank* Dollars % Rank* ’89 - ’93

Median Household Income


